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The authors have examined the effects of different length of days dry period on actual 
milk production, days open as a measure of fertility, mastitis and mortality in the subsequent 
lactation. 
Field data (4 years, n=3626) collected from a dairy farm (USA, California-Bakersfield) 
were used for analysis. The production levels for drying for all cows were determined by herd 
based on their daily production level (<15 kg/day) from economical aspect. 
Time intervals were categorized from days dry for statistical analysis. GLM analyses 
were applied to study the impacts of different length of dry period for milk yield, days open 
and frequency of mastitis. Chi-square analyses were used to determine the effect of different 
dry period for mortality in the first 90 days after calving. 
Our data show that the dry periods were reduced with maximum 10 days, and their 
result no statistical loss in subsequent traits/production, reproduction and medical indices. 50 
days length dry period has no influence on the milk production in the subsequent lactation. 
Shorter dry period than industry standard (60 days) has no statistical effect on reproduction, 
mastitis frequency and mortality. 
Applying a short dry period the potential risk will increase in fresh cows for antibiotic 
residuals, and the adequate nutrition has to be observed. 
Results show that in some cases the production allows the additional milking. Reduced 
dry period length gives a new opportunity in the management practice to maintain profitable 
milk production in dairy cows. 
